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Close Reading Questions  
 

1. The “Plaint of City Colored Folk” is not blatantly challenging racism - they are not 
asking that public institutions and businesses be kept from discriminating against 
Black folks, only that they not be allowed to do it openly. What does this suggest 
about the experiences of people of color living in Oregon? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How do Senator Upton’s arguments perpetuate discrimination while also being 
progressive? 
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