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He’s got the  
music in him!  
Meet volunteer and guest 
curator, Zac Stewart.  
  See page 4 

Notes from 
History  
A new exhibit opens 
on September 25.  
See page 6  

The Annual Chili Feed is upon us! You may be thinking, “Already? It seems  
early.” You are right! After polling the membership, we concluded that the Chili 
Feed in November had outgrown our cozy research library. In order to  
accommodate our many devoted guests more comfortably, added seating  
outside on our beautiful property seemed the obvious answer. This year’s event 
takes place for one day, Friday September 25, from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  

Guests can join us for a chili lunch, an afternoon nosh of pie and ice cream, and/
or enjoy a bowl of Millie’s Chili outside for dinner on a lovely warm autumn 
evening. 

As always, our raffle will take place over both Friday and Saturday, September 
25 and 26, with the winning tickets drawn at the end of the day on Saturday. 
There are 22 raffle packages featuring items from local businesses and  
organizations such as The Westman Hotel and Olive & May restaurant, Nordic 
and Alpine packages from Mt Bachelor, wine for a year, and the most coveted 
prize of all: your own reserved table at the 2027 History Pub series! 

In addition to enjoying chili and pie, guests get the first look at our newest  
exhibit, Music by Hand, in the first floor changing gallery (see page 6 for more 
information). This exhibit is curated by museum staff and guest curator Zac 
Stewart, our Volunteer Corner subject. Live music will be played in the new  
exhibit, as well as outside with the Bend Accordion Club members serenading 
outdoor diners. 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and an opportunity to see many  
familiar faces, as well as folks experiencing our museum for the first time. We 
hope to see you, too!  

11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Raffle runs through 4:30 p.m. Saturday, September 26  

Friday, September 25, 2026 

Pies and Volunteers Needed! 

Our Chili Feed is only successful because 
of the generosity of our members! Each 
year we need store-bought pie  
donations and lots of volunteer help… 
this year we need them more than ever: 

PIE DONATIONS:  

• 9-inch pre-baked, store-bought or 
from a bakery. 

• Can be a ready-to-eat frozen pie. 

• Please no COSTCO pies, they are too 
large.  

Favorite Flavors from 2025 
Blackberry   Marionberry 
Strawberry Rhubarb   Pecan Pie  
Apple   Peach 
Lemon Meringue   Cherry 

Please call the museum 541-389-1813 
with name, pie type, and how many you 
are bringing. Drop off pies Thursday,  
September 24,  10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Servers and bussers needed for shifts 
throughout the day. Please email  
info@deschuteshistory.org to sign up.  

https://deschuteshistory.catalogaccess.com/photos/24726
mailto:info@deschuteshistory.org
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- Continued on page 3 

Homesteader Henry Hawkins 
By Brad Lemmon 

129 NW Idaho Avenue 
Bend, OR 97703 

Open Tuesdays-Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. to  4:30 p.m. 

541.389.1813 

www.deschuteshistory.org 
info@deschuteshistory.org 

Museum Staff: 
Kelly Cannon-Miller, Executive Director 

Vanessa Ivey, Museum Manager 
Rebekah Averette-Zabak, Collections Manager 

Donna Burklo, Development Director 
Tracy Alexander, Membership Officer 
 Rashelle Maplethorpe, Support Staff 

Board Members: 
Adrian Bennett, Paul Claeyssens,  

Tony DeBone, Greg Fulton,  
Brad Lemmon,  Julie Lowy, 

Liz Rink, Glenn Voelz,  
Deb Zitella 

2026 DCHS Board of Directors: 
Heidi Kennedy, President 

Karen Green, Vice President 
Eric King, Secretary/Treasurer 

Jane Williamson, Past President 

••••• ••••• 

Complete minutes of the meetings of 
the Board of Directors are on file with 

the Museum office. 
Tax ID# 51-0186079 

About five or six years ago, Zachary Stocks, Executive Director 
of Oregon Black Pioneers (OBP), became aware of Black 
homesteaders in Jefferson County named Henry and Berdie 
Hawkins who staked their claim in 1913. Zachary got to know 
the people who lived on some of the land Henry and Berdie 
used to own. Three years ago, Deschutes County Historical 
Society did some Hawkins research and I spent a few hours 
looking up Henry’s census information. I found federal records 
in Oregon and state records in Kansas, but couldn’t definitively 
link the two sets, so set the project aside. Then, last year, 
Zachary Stocks and Mariah Rocker of OBP visited a house in 
Jefferson County where Henry and Berdie lived in the 1920s 
and 1930s. They posted a video on-line and Henry’s great-
grandson responded and wanted to know more. That led to 
me revisiting the project. I found a lengthy 1938 Redmond 
Spokesman newspaper interview of Henry that clearly linked 
him to the Kansas records I found previously – the article also 
contained lots of other useful clues about his life. What  
follows is the culmination of research collaboration between 
OBP and me (and Kelly Cannon-Miller paging through the 
Deschutes Historical Museum’s 1954 paper copies of the  
Redmond Spokesman while I was in Atlanta). 

Black pioneers Henry Hawkins, his wife Berdie (Ross) Hawkins, 
and Berdie’s 12-year-old daughter Mabel 
moved to present-day Jefferson County in 
1913. All three of them resided in Oregon the 
rest of their lives. 

Henry was born on December 30, 1872 in 
Chariton County, Missouri on the plantation 
of John J. Burrus. Henry’s parents were both 
former slaves. John J. Burrus’ father, John D. 
Burrus, emigrated from Virginia in 1834.  
Henry’s ancestors were from Madagascar, 
and many of the enslaved people taken from 
Madagascar were brought to Virginia.  
Henry’s father died before he could  

remember and his mother died when he was about 10 years 
old. Henry and his older brother were permitted to live and 
work on the Burrus plantation, but his three younger siblings 
were not allowed to stay and he never saw two of them again. 
Henry left the plantation at age 16 and worked on his own for 
a few years. At age 18, around 1891, he moved to Topeka, 
Kansas. During the next seven years, he lived with the white 
Frank M. Bonebrake family, and worked as a bank janitor. He 
went to school and learned to read and write. Around 1897, 
Henry moved to Rice County, Kansas, and got married. From 
1898 to 1904 he and his wife Edith had children Sylvester,  
Edward, and Henrietta. The 1910 census shows Henry living 
with just his two sons, so his marriage may have been under 

Henry and Berdie Hawkins at their home near Ashwood between 1922 and 
1934.  Redmond Spokesman April 29, 1954. 

Map of Henry, Berdie, and Mabel’s overall life journeys 
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Continued from page 2— Homesteader Henry Hawkins 

strain at that point. In 1912, Henry left his family and moved to 
Dixie, Washington, in Walla Walla County. 

Berdie Ross was born in January 1882 in Leavenworth, Kansas, 
to Burgess Ross and his wife Georgianna. Berdie’s mother and 
older sister likely died by 1895. In May 1900, Berdie gave birth, 
probably as an unwed mother, to Mabel (Mabel is listed on the 
1900 census with a last name that looks like Flantche). Berdie 
and Mabel have not been found on the 1905 Kansas or 1910 
Federal censuses, but by 1912, they were living in Walla Walla 
County, Washington, where Berdie and Henry met and married. 

Henry and Berdie filed a 160-acre homestead claim on March 
12, 1913, in what was then Crook County, but is now Jefferson 
County. The land was located about 5 miles northwest of  
Ashwood. Since the land was designated “non-irrigable,” they 
were able to make an adjacent 160-acre claim on May 4, 1914.  
They filed proof papers for the two claims in June 1918, and 
received the patents on May 6, 1919. The proof showed they 
had built a two-room 14’ x 24’ house, a barn, a cow shed, a 
chicken house, a hog pen, a corral, two cellars, two wells, and a 
garden. They had five cattle and eight horses. They planted 55 
acres of wheat, barley, and oats, and over three miles of fencing 
was installed. 

In 1922, Henry and Berdie traded the Priday family their 320-
acre parcel plus $3000 for a 320-acre parcel about two miles to 
the southeast. It is unknown why they did this, but only 65 acres 
of the 320 acres on the original homestead were cultivable, so 
the second location may have had more usable land.  On the 
1930 census, Henry lists his occupation as dairy farmer.  Berdie 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1934. Two years later, Henry 
sold the farm to Viola Wheeler, bought a farm from Viola’s  
parents Frank and Nettie Wheeler east of Bend and left  
Jefferson County where he had lived for 23 years. The house 
that Zachary and Mariah visited (shown in the photo of Henry 
and Berdie) still stands on the second parcel of land.  As of now, 
it is unknown if there are any ruins on the original 320-acre 
homestead.   

Berdie’s daughter Mabel left the Jefferson County farms at some 
point before 1926. She married Pullman porter Henry Freeman 
and became a stepmother to his son. The Freemans lived in the 
Albina neighborhood of Portland in 1930 and were living on  
Halsey Ave in northeast Portland when 35-year-old Mabel died 
of heart disease in 1936. 

Henry bought roughly a dozen parcels of land in Deschutes 
County from 1936 until 1955. Two of them were farms near 
Bend, and one of them was a 26-acre plot of undeveloped land 
on the north side of Bend where Costco is now.  Five of the  
parcels were residential lots in Redmond. The second farm, that 
he lived on from 1940 to 1944 near Tumalo Reservoir,  
eventually became part of present-day Tillicum Park.  Henry 
lived at 202 Black Butte Boulevard in Redmond from 1944 to 
1955 and he owned four nearby lots that he likely rented out. 
His occupation on the 1950 census (at age 77) was listed as 
house painter. 

Henry moved to Sunset Village retirement home, slightly east of 
Pilot Butte, shortly before he died of cancer on March 1, 1956. 

He split his estate, which was worth about $5000 (~$60,000 in 
2026 dollars), between his son Sylvester, his three grand-
daughters (Ruth Hardy, Peggy Hawkins, and Mary Duncan), 
The Piney Woods Country Life School, and Father Flanagan’s 
Boys’ Home. Henry and Berdie are buried at Mount Jefferson 
Memorial Park in Madras. 

Henry lived at the red star on Black Butte Blvd. The orange circles are 
other property he owned and probably rented out. 

Henry’s house on 202 Black Butte Boulevard in Redmond, where he lived from 
about 1944 to 1955. 

The graves of Henry and Berdie Hawkins, Mount Jefferson Memorial Park in 
Madras. Photos from Find a Grave 
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With the opening of “Music By Hand” on 
September 25, it is the perfect month to 
highlight  exhibit co-curator Zac Stewart.  Zac 
began volunteering about six months ago as 
both the Thursday afternoon front-desk volunteer and a collections volunteer. He 
has also been a fixture at various events and as a weekend docent at the  
Hollinshead Park homestead museum.  

Zac grew up in Bend and has vivid memories of a much smaller town and a time 
when traces of “old Bend,” such as lumber mills, old buildings, and businesses, 
were more visible. He attended Kenwood School, which he loved for its “warren of 
a basement with all sorts of strange spaces.” Zac went on to attend the much  
newer Summit High School, where he played clarinet in the school band.  

As a child, Zac spent much of his time out of doors, “digging in the dirt and hiding 
in the sagebrush and rabbitbrush, collecting lava rocks and old bottles and rusty 
cans” he found in the desert. He still spends a lot of time outside, albeit with a 
little less digging in the dirt. Now, he enjoys hiking, camping, and birding not only 
in Oregon, but abroad in places such as coastal Portugal and the Alps.   

Reading is another lifelong passion, and it is rare to pass the front desk while Zac is 
on duty and not see a book in his hands. Favorites include In Search of Lost Time, 
Emma, Orlando, and Wolf Hall, to name just a few. As a child, he was constantly 
reading, through meals, car rides, and even whole trips.  

Following high school, Zac attended Williams College in Massachusetts. As a  
musician, he thought it would make sense to try out a music history course. He 
found it so fascinating he pursued his studies all the way through to a doctorate. 
Music history, he has found, is fascinating because it touches on so many different 
fields, including but not limited to intellectual history, politics, math, physics,  
philosophy, gender and sexuality studies, and literature. Music history also  
challenges researchers to explore how “people understand music to have  
meaning, a very challenging area because of how slippery meanings and  
meaning-making are.” His studies took him to University of Oxford, University of 
Cambridge, the Ecole normale superieure in Paris, and Yale, where he earned his 
Ph.D.  

Now, as Zac contemplates his next moves, he is spending some time with family 
and community in Bend. We feel very lucky he decided to spend some of his time 
volunteering at DHM. With his background in music history, we asked Zac to  
review and inventory the sheet music in our collection. His trained eyes and  
musical ear immediately recognized the unique and well-loved pieces that have 
been waiting to be discovered. His research and Zac’s talent for telling the story of 
these pieces in an engaging way inspired the exhibit “Music By Hand.” We are so 
thankful that he agreed to help us curate it!  

Zac’s nuanced understanding and analysis of our local history and some of the 
previously ignored artifacts in our collection have challenged us to interpret local 
history in expansive new ways. We hope you can join us at the opening of the  
exhibit to meet Zac and make connections of your own to this musical facet of our 
county’s history!  

Zac  

Stewart 
By Rebekah Averette-Zaback   
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September History Pub: Tuesday, September 29, 2026 

Oregonians Experiencing Archaeology 

Reservations required;  
$5 per person   

 www.mcmenamins.com/events/ 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m., 
Presentation at 7:00 p.m. 

Take a behind-the-scenes look at the research and field work that leads to new 
episodes of OPB’s Oregon Experience program, “Unearthing Oregon,”  
featuring access to exciting archaeological work happening in Eastern Oregon. 
From revelations about Chinese cowboys and doctors to early-twentieth-
century logging families, archaeologists are making significant new conclusions 
about Oregon history. In this special presentation, archaeologist Chelsea Rose, 
OPB Oregon Experience executive producer Arya Surowidjojo, and OPB  
producer Christie Goshe share historical context and on-the-ground stories 
about how the documentaries are made—including new footage from the 
2026 Southern Oregon University Laboratory of Anthropology (SOULA)  
summer field school. 

Chelsea Rose is the director of SOULA and a historical archaeologist who  
focuses on the American West.  
Arya Surowidjojo is a documentary filmmaker, visual journalist, and public 
media executive.  
Christie Goshe is a documentary producer, cinematographer, editor, and key 
creative partner in the OPB Oregon Experience and SOULA archaeology series.  

This History Pub program has been rescheduled from August to September. If you had purchased tickets for this program 
when it was previously scheduled for August, your tickets have automatically been moved to the September event.  

Fifth Annual Antique Fair Wrapped! 
We could not have asked for a more perfect day to spend exploring collections of 
vintage treasures, personal collections, shiny glass, and things we never knew we 
needed! 

The fifth annual Antique Fair welcomed many returning vendors such as Blue Nickel 
from Otis, Salvage Finds from Grants Pass, DCHS board member Deb Zitella of 
Thrown, Blown, and Turned, as well as local vendors On the Fringe and Historical 
Americana & Militaria, otherwise known as the power couple of Bob and Karen 
Boyd. Five new vendors from Deschutes County joined the fun this year, including 
Wolf & Swan Vintage, Lindsay Caranna, and Kenneth Marich. In all, there were 22 
vendors, some select pieces sold by DCHS, Madi Cakes pastries from Sisters, and the 
Bend Genealogical Society.  

Thankfully, the air remained smoke-free so that we could 
all be serenaded by our favorite acoustic duo, Loren  
Irving and Jay Bowerman. Their appearances are few and 
far between, so we are always so thankful that they take 
the time to entertain us! 

We are looking forward to doing it all again next year, so 
mark your calendars for Saturday, August 14, 2027. If 
you think you may want to host your own booth, check 
the DCHS website for the 2027 Registration Form. Booth 
space costs $100 per 10’x10’ space. There is plenty of 
space for more vendor booths, so help us spread the 
word! 

https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/65782023/history-pub-bend-beera-history-of-brewing-in-central-oregonpresented-by-joe-abernathy-bend-mcmenamins-old-st-francis-school?_gl=1*9x9gv6*_gcl_au*OTU4MDIwMTA3LjE3NjExNzAxMTI.*_ga*MTUwMzQ3NzQzMi4xNzAzNzE3Mjk3*_ga_BWY6SE
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/65782023/history-pub-bend-beera-history-of-brewing-in-central-oregonpresented-by-joe-abernathy-bend-mcmenamins-old-st-francis-school?_gl=1*9x9gv6*_gcl_au*OTU4MDIwMTA3LjE3NjExNzAxMTI.*_ga*MTUwMzQ3NzQzMi4xNzAzNzE3Mjk3*_ga_BWY6SE
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/30520498/history-pub-unearthing-oregon-presented-by-chelsea-rosearya-surowidjojoand-christie-goshe-bend-mcmenamins-old-st-francis-school?_gl=1*6tbnac*_gcl_au*MTc3MDY4MzcyOC4xNzg2NDc4ODQ5*_ga*MTUwMzQ3NzQzMi4xNzAzNzE3Mjk3*_ga_BW
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/30520498/history-pub-unearthing-oregon-presented-by-chelsea-rosearya-surowidjojoand-christie-goshe-bend-mcmenamins-old-st-francis-school?_gl=1*1n8r6gi*_gcl_au*MTg3NzIyNzY2Mi4xNzc4NjI2NjI1*_ga*MTUwMzQ3NzQzMi4xNzAzNzE3Mjk3*_ga_B
https://www.mcmenamins.com/events/278298-oregonians-experiencing-archaeology
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Recipe of the Month:  
Apple Sauce Cake 

September is the perfect season to incorporate apples into both 
sweet and savory recipes. Looking back one hundred years to 
1926, apple sauce cake was a popular and commonly advertised 
apple-based dessert for bakers and bakeries in Deschutes County 
and across the country.  

Apple sauce cake saw a surge in popularity during the lean years 
of World War I as costly ingredients such as eggs, butter, and 
sugar were difficult to come by. Its popularity continued through 
the 1920s and it proved well-suited to Great Depression and  
World War II-era food scarcity. Ingredients might be added or 
deleted to reflect economic conditions.  

In Oregon, apples are locally grown and inexpensive. Apple sauce 
provides moisture and natural sweetness, while the spices add 
flavor and help preserve the cake. There are many recipe  
variations for apple sauce cake recipes. In lean years, it could 
even be made without sugar or butter.  

This recipe, from a cookbook handwritten by fourth grader Lizzie 
Keblesh for her teacher, Mrs. McMickle, probably dates from the 
early 1920s and includes butter and sugar. Like most apple sauce 
cake recipes, it does not contain eggs.   

From “The Teacher’s 
Cookbook,” written by 
Lizzie Keblesh (4th grade), 
circa 1920s (DCHS Object 
ID # 1994.014.0001) 

1 cup sugar 
½ cup butter, cream together 
1 teaspoonful cinnamon 
½ teaspoonful cloves 
1 teaspoonful nutmeg 
1 cup raisins, cut up 
1 teaspoonful of soda dissolved in a little hot water 
1 cup apple sauce, not sweetened 
Put soda in the apple sauce and beat together 
1 ¾ cups of flour, no eggs 
Bake ¾ of an hour 
This cake is fine for lunches for it keeps well.  

Apple Sauce Cake 

New Exhibit Tells the 
Story of Music’s Role in 
Rural Oregon’s History 

Our newest exhibit, “Music By Hand,” 
opens the very same day as the Chili 
Feed!  

Featuring guest curator Zac Stewart, 
the exhibit celebrates the  
accomplishments and contributions of 

the musicians, music teachers, composers, instrument 
builders, and broadcasters who helped shape the  
musical landscape of Deschutes County.  

You can read more about Zac in this month’s volunteer 
corner. Suffice it to say, when he became a volunteer, 
we immediately recognized that we had to make the 
most of his knowledge and historic expertise!  Zac’s 
background in music and music history made him the 
perfect person with whom to explore the history of  
music in Central Oregon, especially after his cataloging 
work in the museum collection revealed we have unique 
and significant artifacts created by and/or related to 
local music history.  

Zac’s words beautifully capture the essence of what we 
hope to portray in “Music By Hand”:   

“Music has been made in Central Oregon by indigenous 
people since time immemorial, and when the earliest 
white settlers arrived in the mid-nineteenth century, 
they brought music along with them just as readily as 
any other cultural tradition. Compared to the other 
trappings of these settlers, music was eminently  
portable—it existed in minds and fingers and throats—
and was at least as essential to comfort and  
community.” 

We carefully selected several 
people and organizations to  
highlight. They include  
composers and musicians Till and 
Warren Glaze, instrument maker 
Doc Renno, music teacher Jeona 
Sinclair, band leader Paul  
Hosmer, home musician Marjora 
Tackman, The Shevlin-Hixon 

Lumberjack Band, the Emblem Club, and more. Some of 
the names are more familiar than others, but every  
artifact and story illustrates the power of music in  
relationship-building and community.  

In fact, in the process of researching for the exhibit, we 
discovered that the piano used to entertain guests each 
year at the Chili Feed belonged to and was played by 
Marjora Tackman, whose well-loved and annotated 
sheet music will feature prominently in the exhibit.   

The Paul Hosmer Dance 
Orchestra. DCHS image  
#1993.010.0183 

https://deschuteshistory.catalogaccess.com/photos/29933
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“Escape the Museum” is Back 
DHM's Escape Room Returns In October 

The Deschutes Historical Museum is pleased to 
announce its Escape Room is returning in  
October, with an extended schedule of dates and 
times—equating to more FUN in fundraising.  

Escape the Museum: The Curse of the Curate's 
Collection was a big hit last year and already the 
buzz is hinting it will be again. To accommodate 
its demand, the museum is hosting the event over 
five weekends in October, kicking off October 2 
and 3. Tickets go on sale September 15.  

What is an Escape Room? 

An escape room is an immersive adventure where participants, generally a 
group of six persons, are confined in a room. Using teamwork, along with  
elements of the room, participants find hidden clues and solve puzzles to  
complete a mission, or to "escape," within a set time limit.  

Escape the Museum: The Curse of the Curate's Collection is based on a real 
local history mystery. Teams of up to six players become history interns called 
to assist historian A.R. Chive in locating the missing Mitchell Collection. The 
goal is to announce its discovery before “rivals” do. Oh, time’s-a-ticking...there 
are only 60 minutes on the clock, so every moment is crucial to make an  
escape! 

The real history:  

In 1909, The Bend Bulletin announced that Rev. J. Anthony Mitchell, local  
curate and acquirer of antiquities, was "collecting towards a museum" for the 
community of Bend. After his death in 1911, Mitchell's relics and curios were 
frequently exhibited around town, eventually finding a permanent home at 
the Deschutes Public Library. However, in 1969, the few remaining items in 
the collection mysteriously disappeared from a small, locked room in the  
library's basement. The only remnants of the once-noted collection,  
purchased by the public and the city of Bend in 1912 to form a city museum, 
were never found...UNTIL NOW! 

Join this fundraiser and membership drive:  
Escape the Museum is sold as a one-hour immersive adventure designed for 
up to six people. Price to play for a group of up to six is $180 non-members, 
$150 for members. As a bonus, each non-member purchase receives one free 
household membership. Members will receive an email with the  
membership discount code to be used when purchasing tickets online. 

Grab your friends and family, form a 
team, follow the clues, uncover the 
location of Rev. Mitchell's collection, 
and escape the room. Are you up to the 
challenge?  

Escape Room Dates:  

October 2 & 3, October 9 & 10, Octo-
ber 16 & 17, October 23 & 24,  
October 30 & 31  Multiple time slots will be available each day. 
For more information contact the Deschutes Historical Museum,  
541-389-1813 or email info@deschuteshistory.org. 

Retired… Again!  
Thank You, Gordon Dahlin 

How many people get to retire twice? Gor-
don Dahlin has done just that. After a 30+ 
year career with PG&E in the Bay Area,  
Gordon moved back to his hometown of 
Bend, and volunteered at the High Desert 
Museum preparing artifacts for storage and 
various other jobs. After about 15 years 
there, he brought his talents to the 
Deschutes Historical Museum in 2008.  

Gordon has been a fixture in the Collections 
department ever since. For those keeping 
track, that’s 18 years handling objects that 
have been accessioned into the museum’s 
collection. He sorted and organized written 
work before assigning it an accession  
number. With physical items, he often had to 
clean and repair them before the items were 
placed in safekeeping for later exhibits. 
Though he admitted that sometimes it was a 
bit tedious, he loved the fact that he could 
relive history as he worked his way through 
various news items and records.  

Some of the history that Gordon lived  
included playing the part of Jonah on a  
Water Pageant float when he was a kid. He 
swam into the whale-shaped float so that he 
could fly out of the whale’s mouth over and 
over again! 

Thank you, Gordon, for sharing your time, 
expertise, stories, and friendship with us 
over the years! 

https://www.deschuteshistory.org/event/escape-the-museum-an-escape-room-adventure/
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SEPTEMBER 

19 LAY IT OUT EVENTS PRESENTS: BEND OKTOBERFEST  

 2-9:00 p.m. Deschutes Historical Museum 

25 CHILI FEED & RAFFLE 

 11:00 a.m.– 7:00 p.m. Deschutes Historical Museum 

 MUSIC BY HAND EXHIBIT OPENS 

26 RAFFLE– CONTINUED 

 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Winners will be announced at the end of day 

29 HISTORY PUB:  OREGONIANS EXPERIENCING ARCHAEOLOGY 

 Presented by  Chelsea Rose, Arya Surowidjojo, and Christie Goshe 

 McMenamins Old St. Francis; 700 NW Bond St., Bend 

 Father Luke Room, 7:00 p.m., doors open at 6:00 p.m.  

 Reservations required, $5 per person 

  

 Mark Your Calendars 

SAVE THE DATE! 

October 2: Escape The Museum Opens! Tickets go on sale September 15 

Bend Oktoberfest   

Saturday, September 19   2-9:00 p.m. 

Join us for Bend Oktoberfest—a high-spirited, family-friendly 
celebration in the heart of downtown Bend! This free community 
event brings a touch of Bavaria to the High Desert with live  
music, delicious local food, craft beer, wiener dog races, quirky 
competitions, and more. 

Think: stein holding, pretzel tossing, the beer slide showdown, 
and yes—costumes, yodels, and barrels will roll. 

Prost! 

2:00 PM – Wiener Dog Races 
2:30 PM – Running of the Bulldogs 
3:00 PM – Corgi Crush 
3:30 PM – Mutt Strut Dog Show 

Day-of registration for all dog events opens at 1:30 p.m. 

See website for race requirements and registration fees. 

2-3:30 p.m.  Bark Bash at Oktoberfest 

The beloved Bark Bash is now part of Bend Oktoberfest—

bigger, better, and barkier than ever! We’re bringing your 

favorite dog-friendly competitions to the main stage. 

7-9:00 p.m. Bend Oktoberest Games and Activities 

From feats of strength to hilarious showdowns, our  

Oktoberfest activities bring out the best (and most  

ridiculous) sides of fall fun. All activities are designed to 

be lighthearted, competitive, and crowd-pleasing—with 

some pretty great prizes up for grabs!  

 

• Pretzel Toss 

• Stein Holding Contest 

• Beer Relay Race 

• Beer Slide 

• Barrel Rolling Race 

• Costume Contest 

• Yodeling Competition 
 
Space is limited, pre-registration required for all games! 

https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/30520498/history-pub-unearthing-oregon-presented-by-chelsea-rosearya-surowidjojoand-christie-goshe-bend-mcmenamins-old-st-francis-school?_gl=1*6tbnac*_gcl_au*MTc3MDY4MzcyOC4xNzg2NDc4ODQ5*_ga*MTUwMzQ3NzQzMi4xNzAzNzE3Mjk3*_ga_BW
https://www.mcmenamins.com/events/278298-oregonians-experiencing-archaeology
https://oktoberfestbend.com/
https://www.deschuteshistory.org/event/annual-chili-feed-and-raffle/
https://www.deschuteshistory.org/event/escape-the-museum-an-escape-room-adventure/
https://oktoberfestbend.com/
https://oktoberfestbend.com/
https://www.bendticket.com/events/2026-bend-oktoberfest-9-19-2026

